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Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema’s Statement on 
Governor's Accusations Regarding Child Protective Services 

 
Lansing - Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema, R-Wyoming, issued the following statement 
today after it was reported that Gov. Granholm suggested budget shortfalls played some role in 
the death of Ricky Holland, 7, of Williamston: 
 
"The governor made two mistakes today both in fact and judgment," said Sikkema, R-Wyoming. 
"To use the horrible tragedy of Ricky Holland's death to score some kind of leverage in budget 
negotiations is in poor taste and unacceptable. 
  
"Secondly, the governor has never asked for additional funding for that division in any budget 
requests until this year. Despite the lack of a request, the Legislature did increase funding two 
years ago to provide for 14 additional caseworkers. 
 
"I understand the governor is planning on correcting her factual errors." 
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